Answer all of the following questions for “The Lives of the Dead” on a separate sheet of paper in a thorough and analytical manner
1. Reread the first paragraph of “The Lives of the Dead.” How does O’Brien set us up to believe this story? What techniques does he use to convince us this story is “true”? In general, how are details used in this collection of stories in such a way that their truth is hard to deny? 
2. Who was Linda and what happened to her? 
3. Why do you think the narrator tells us the story about Linda? What does it accomplish? 
4. According to O’Brien what was the role of stories in Vietnam and after? Why does he continue to tell stories about the Vietnam War, about Linda? 
5. Reread the final two pages of this book. Consider what the young Tim O’Brien learns about storytelling from his experience with Linda. How does this knowledge prepare him not only for the war, but also to become a writer? Within the parameters of this story, how would you characterize O’Brien’s understanding of the purpose of fiction? How does fiction relate to life, that is, life in the journalistic or historic sense? 
6. Would it change how you read this story, or this novel, if Linda never existed? Why or why not? 
7. At the end of the book Tim says, “I realize it is Tim trying to save Timmy’s life with a story.” Explain what you think he means by that. 
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