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“Meditation 17” by John Donne
Literary Response and Analysis Questions
Directions: 

Read the questions carefully.  Respond to each thoroughly, insightfully and correctly in complete sentences.  Answers are worth two points each.
1. What sound prompts the speaker to begin his meditation?
2. Several of Donne’s metaphors suggest something about the relationship of people to one another.  Identify two of those metaphors.  What do they imply about society?
3. Why does the speaker feel that affliction is a treasure?  In what ways is tribulation like money?
4. How would you explain what Donne means by saying, “The bell…tolls for thee”?
5. What do you think Donne’s main ideas are in this meditation?  Explain.
6. Describe, in detail, the speaker’s tone.
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