English 12

Chu


Name:

______________________

Period:
______________________

Date:

______________________





The Canterbury Tales
Literary Response and Analysis Questions

Directions:

Read each question carefully and then respond to each thoughtfully, correctly and completely.  Responses are worth two points each.

1. When do people “long to go on pilgrimages”?
2. Where is the narrator at the very beginning of the Prologue? Who joins him, and for what purpose?

3. Place each pilgrim within one of those three groups that comprised medieval society: the feudal system (related to the land), the Church, and the city (merchants and professionals).

4. What plan (which becomes the basis of the frame story) does the Host propose to the pilgrims? How do the pilgrims respond to his proposal?

5. Chaucer is a master at using physical details- eyes, hair, complexion, body type, clothing- to reveal character. Describe at least three pilgrims whose inner natures are revealed by their appearance. Refer to your reading notes for help.

6. Clearly Chaucer satirizes the Church of his time. Show how this is true by analyzing two characters connected with the Church. What “good,” or honorable, Church people does Chaucer include to balance his satire?

7. What aspects of medieval society does Chaucer satirize in his portrayals of the Merchant? Of the Franklin? Of the Doctor? Of the Miller?

8. Which pilgrims do you think Chaucer idealizes?

9. In describing the pilgrims, what has Chaucer as the pilgrim-narrator revealed about his own personality, biases, and values?

10. Which of the pilgrims’ professions or trades have survived and exist in society today? Which of Chaucer’s character types can be seen today in airports, on pulpits, on farms, in classrooms, on city streets, or in small towns?

The Pardoner’s Tale
Literary Response and Analysis Questions

1. How does the Pardoner describe his own character and morals in the Prologue to his tale?

2. According to “The Pardoner’s Tale,” why are the three young rioters looking for Death?

3. Where does the old man tell the rioters to look for Death? How do they treat him?

4. Describe the rioters’ plan for the gold and how it proves fatal to all three of them.

5. How do the descriptions given by the tavern-knave and the publican personify Death? What does the rioters’ response to the description of Death tell you about their characters?

6. What do you think the poor old man symbolizes?

7. Irony is a discrepancy between expectations and reality. What is the central irony in “The Pardoner’s Tale”? (What do the rioters expect to find under the tree? What do they actually find?

8. Explain the irony in the fact that the Pardoner preaches a story with this particular moral. How do you account for the psychology of the Pardoner? Is he truly evil, simply drunk, or so used to cheating that he does it automatically?

9. What aspects of medieval society (and human nature in general) do you think Chaucer is satirizing in “The Pardoner’s Tale”?

10. What moral does the Pardoner want us to draw from his tale? How is it different from the moral you think Chaucer wants you to draw from “The Pardoner’s Tale”?
The Wife of Bath’s Tale
Literary Response and Analysis Questions

1. Identify (a) the knight’s crime; (b) his original punishment; and (c) his second punishment.

2. What bargain do the knight and the old woman strike?

3. What payment for her help does the old woman demand? What is the knight’s response?

4. What final choice does the old woman offer the knight at the end of the tale? What is his response?

5. Irony is a contrast between what seems appropriate and expected and what actually happens. The knight’s quest- forced upon him by the queen is to find out what women want. What irony do you see in this punishment?

6. In lines 276-278 the knight moans about having the old woman for his wife. How does she respond to each objection he raises?

7. How does the knight’s response to the choice given him by the old woman show that he’s learned his lesson about what women want?

8. What opinions does the Wife of Bath express in the tale? What do all her opinions - and her tale itself- tell you about her character? Refer to your reading notes for help.

9. Consider the various things the Wife of Bath, as the narrator of her tale, says people think women want. What do you think of these proposals? 

10. Do you think Chaucer’s rich portrayal of the Wife of Bath is an indication that he had progressive views about women for his time? Why or why not?

11. What do men and women today think the other wants most out of life or out of a relationship? (Have attitudes changed since Chaucer’s time?)
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